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The SAS  PC Files Server – an Introduction 
 

A. A SAS for Windows Application 

1. Download link - SAS PC Files Server v9.3 download page 

2. Documentation - LIBNAME PCFILES Engine and PC Files Server on Windows, v9.2 

 

http://support.sas.com/demosdownloads/sysdep_t1.jsp?packageID=000753&jmpflag=N
http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/acpcref/63184/HTML/default/viewer.htm#a002645029.htm


B. SAS/ACCESS Interface to PC Files required 

1. It’s a SAS Product 

2. Runs on 64-bit UNIX, Linux, or Windows 

3. Allows access to PC Files in these formats 

a. MS Access b. Lotus 1-2-3  c. JMP d. Stata 

e. MS Excel  f. DBF   g. SPSS h. Paradox 

4. Access PC Files by these methods 

a. Import/Export wizards or procedures 

b. Pass-through facility 

c. PC Files Server 

d. DBLoad Procedure 

e. DBF and DIF Procedures 

 

Experienced with these formats or methods    

 



An Example(path is to Windows folder) 

 



Recap 
A. Download SAS PC Files Server from SAS site and install – PCFS version and SAS/ACCESS for PC 

Files version must match 

 

B. Read the online documentation available at SAS support – nice overview, configuration of 

server, using PCFILES engine, get familiar with requirements before going to IT support  

 

C. Verify client running SAS System can connect to PC running PC Files Server – my client SAS 

sessions cannot connect to the PCFS, possible firewall issues(no connections listed in 

example) 

 

D. Start up PC Files Server on laptop – desktop application or a service 

 

E. Define SAS libraries on client using PCFILES engine – server, port, path to PC file 

 

F. Start reading and writing PC Files from 64-bit UNIX environments - without PC SAS 



Introduction to the SASFILE statement  
A. Using memory to forget about I/O constraints 

B. Documentation - SASFILE Statement 

 

http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/en/lrdict/64316/HTML/default/viewer.htm#a001500739.htm


An Example(the code) 

 



An Example(Process information) 

 

TOP Command Snapshots(for first run) 

 

System: server                                        Tue Sep 13 10:33:09 2011 

CPU TTY     PID USERNAME PRI NI   SIZE    RES STATE    TIME %WCPU  %CPU COMMAND 

15 pts/4  16815 uggh26   152 24   146M 17928K run      0:19 13.89 13.86 sas(1) 

15 pts/4  16815 uggh26   152 24   149M 18096K run      0:22 10.25 10.23 sas(2) 

15 pts/4  16815 uggh26   152 24   482M   351M run      0:23  2.78  2.78 sas(3) 

15 pts/4  16815 uggh26   152 24   156M 25056K run      0:23  0.73  0.72 sas(4) 

 

(1) – PROC COPY 

(2) – DATA STEP 

(3) – SASFILE LOAD 

(4) – SASFILE CLOSE 

 



An Example(Run 2 Log) 

 



An Example(Run 2 Log - continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Second Example 

 



A Second Example(Log) 

 



A Second Example(Log - continued) 

 



A Second Example(Log - continued) 

 



A Second Example(Log - continued) 

 



SASFILE statement – Recap 
A. Read documentation in SAS® 9.2 Language Reference: Dictionary Fourth Edition 

 

B. Determine physical memory available to SAS System on computing platform 

 

C. Syntax - SASFILE <libref.>member-name<.member-type> <(password-option(s))> OPEN | LOAD | CLOSE ; 

 

D.  Allowed  processing requests – notice cannot create a data set in memory 

Processing Request Open Mode Allowed 

APPEND procedure update Yes 

FSEDIT procedure update Yes 

PRINT procedure input Yes 

SQL procedure to modify, add, or delete 

observations 

update Yes 

 

Experienced request along with PROC MEANS, PROC SUMMARY, and PROC TABULATE   


